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This conference is a follow-up to the very successful Delivering Diplomas 
one-day events hosted by SecEd in the last academic year.

Sponsored once again by the QCA, this time we are hosting a 
one-day workshop-style event on the eve of the autumn term for 
schools, colleges and consortia that are delivering one or more of 
the fi rst fi ve Diploma lines of learning. 

We will give you one-on-one access to a range of Diploma experts to 
discuss your delivery plans and ask any crucial last-minute questions. 
You will also receive the latest news on Diploma development and 
delivery from experts, including QCA chief executive Dr Ken Boston, and 
practitioners in the fi eld.

The event will offer line-specifi c advice with the chance for you to speak 
to representatives from Diploma development partnerships, examination 
boards, the National Assessment Agency, QCA and DCSF. There will also 
be a specifi c focus on each of the three Diploma components: Principal 
Learning, Generic Learning, and Additional and Specialist Learning.
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Objectives
The 3rd Delivering Diplomas 
conference will provide delegates with:

• One-on-one access through 
“carousel workshop sessions” 
to line-specific experts from all 
major Diploma-delivering exam 
boards and Diploma development 
partnerships. This will enable you 
to question these experts about 
your specific needs

• Access to experts from the 
National Assessment Agency, the 
DCSF, the QCA and others.

• The latest updates from keynote 
speakers, including Dr Ken Boston, 
on each of the three Diploma 
components: Principal Learning, 
Generic Learning, and Additional 
and Specialist Learning.

• Practical solutions that can be 
taken away and put into action 
straightaway. 

• Access to pre- and post-conference 
support through SecEd

• The chance to hear from fellow 
practitioners and other experts 
who are undertaking innovative 
and pathfinding work

Who should attend?
• Headteachers

• School leaders

• Teachers involved in 
delivering Diplomas

• Local authority representatives

• Diploma business partners

• Other consortia members

Pete Henshaw Alice Ottewell
Editor, SecEd Conference Organiser
020 7501 6771 020 7501 6748

Monday, September 1 2008  AM

09.00 – 09.25 Registration and refreshments

09.25 – 09.30 Chairman’s introduction
 George Turnbull, Exams Doctor

09.30 – 10.10 Keynote address
Dr Ken Boston, Chief Executive, QCA

 Dr Boston will head up SecEd’s Third Delivering Diplomas 
conference with a crucial keynote address that will be his 
last public speech before Diploma delivery. The title and 
content is currently being prepared and will be confi rmed.

10.10 – 10.40 Principal Learning: 
A window on the world
Teresa Bergin, Head of Diploma, QCA

 This session will give delegates an idea of where they should 
be in terms of Principal Learning. What is the vision for 
Principal Learning? Where should consortia be now in 
terms of curriculum and delivery? What last-minute advice 
can be given? How can consortia develop their Diploma 
offer over the coming months? What is the latest advice and 
guidance around assessment?

10.40 – 11.40 Line-specifi c workshops: 
Principal Learning

 The chance for you to quiz experts from exam boards, 
DCSF, QCA, the National Assessment Agency, and Diploma 
development partnerships on the topic of Principal 
Learning. This will be an informal session enabling you to 
roam around the various representatives on offer. You will 
have time to focus on more than one line and address all 
your questions about the delivery of principal learning.

11.40 – 12.00 Refreshments and exhibition viewing

12.00 – 12.30 Generic Learning: 
A core of skills learning
Speaker to be confi rmed

 This session will give delegates an idea of where they should 
be in terms of Generic Learning. It will include a focus on 
functional skills and the extended project and offer last-
minute advice on delivering these two key areas. The session 
will also cover personal, learning and thinking skills, and 
explain how the different skills components within Generic 
Learning come together to equip young people effectively for 
any future learning or employment pathway.
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2 EASY WAYS TO BOOK
* Complete and return the registration form overleaf
( Call 0207 501 6762

Monday, September 1 2008  PM

12.30 – 13.30 Line-specifi c workshops: 
Generic Learning 

 The chance for you to quiz experts from exam boards, 
DCSF, QCA, the National Assessment Agency, and Diploma 
development partnerships on Generic Learning. This will 
be an informal session enabling you to once again roam 
around the representatives on offer. You will have time to 
focus on the different aspects of Generic Learning, from 
work experience to functional skills.

13.30 – 14.15 Lunch and exhibition viewing

14.15 – 14.45 Additional and Specialist Learning: 
Choice, fl exibility and progression
QCA and examining body speaker TBC

 This address will explain how the Additional and Specialist 
Learning component of the Diploma can offer students 
choice to broaden or deepen their learning, whether or not 
they have a particular progression route in mind. It will 
provide an update on various policy developments relating 
to the ongoing development of Additional and Specialist 
Learning qualifi cations.

14.45 – 15.15 Refreshments and exhibition viewing

15.15 – 15.45 Ready for delivery
Fiona Jordan, Deputy Director 14 to 19 Diploma 
Division, DCSF

 Fiona Jordan runs the Diploma programme at the 
Department. This session will tie everything together that 
delegates will have heard over the day and will include 
last-minute advice from the Department to delegates who 
will begin delivering Diplomas later that week. The session 
will also give a forward-look – what can we expect from 
Diplomas over the coming weeks, months, and years.

15.45 – 16.30 Extended panel debate & 
questions and answers

 The end-of-day panel debates have proved incredibly useful to 
delegates attending previous Delivering Diplomas conferences 
and so we are facilitating an extended debate to round up the 
day’s discussions. Once again, representatives from throughout 
the day will come together to provide delegates with a range of 
experts to quiz on whatever subject they want. We will facilitate 
specifi c questions and offer feedback after the event as well.

16.30 Close of day

Delivering Diplomas: 
Breaking Down the Lines



Registration form
I would like to secure my place at the Delivering 
Diplomas: Breaking Down the Lines conference
 PHOTOCOPIES OF THIS FORM ACCEPTED

Title (Mr, Mrs etc): .............................................................

Forenames .......................................................................

Surname ..........................................................................

Job title ...........................................................................

Contact address ................................................................

.......................................................................................

.......................................................................................

............................................. Post code ..........................

Telephone.........................................................................

Email ...............................................................................

Exam board .....................................................................

Which of the 5 lines are you delivering? ..............................

.......................................................................................

I understand that this registration booking is subject to the 
booking conditions. nn

Signature .........................................................................

CONFERENCE FEE
The cost of full attendance is £250+VAT=£293.75 nn 
Attending the conference entitles you to coffee, lunch, abstract 
details and free entry to the exhibition.

I WISH TO PAY BY:
• Credit card
Please debit my nn Visa nn Mastercard nn Maestro
 nn American Express

Card no nnnnnnnn nnnnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
 nnnnnnnn nnnnnnnn
Valid from nnnnnnnn      Expiry date nnnnnnnn
Issue no (Maestro cards only) nnnn  3 digit security code nnnnnn
Signed.................................................. Date ...................

• Call the Credit Card Booking Hotline 0207 501 6762
• Make your cheque payable to MA Education Ltd

• Invoice
Requesting an invoice and signing this form will secure your 
place at the conference. All invoices must be paid in full 
before the event. See booking condition 5.
To receive an invoice you must complete this section in full 
giving either your work or Trust address. We are unable to 
send out invoices to home addresses 

PLEASE COMPLETE IN FULL WITH CONTACT NAME 
IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE

Contact ............................................................................

Full address .....................................................................

.......................................................................................

.............................................. Post code .........................

Telephone.........................................................................

Fax ..................................................................................

Signed .............................................................................

MA Education Ltd, 
St. Jude’s Church, Dulwich Road, London SE24 0PB

Tel: 0207 501 6762   Fax: 0207 733 8174

 Booking conditions
MA Education Ltd (The Company) accepts 
bookings under the following conditions:

1 All correspondence will be sent to the 
participants at the address specified on the 
booking form or over the telephone. (This 
address will also appear on the official 
participant’s list given out at the event).

2 The completed booking form together 
with full payment must be sent to 
MA Education Ltd. A confirmation will 
then be issued. Cheques should be 
made payable to MA Education Limited. 
Returning the signed registration form 
constitutes a firm booking.

3 Bookings may be made by telephone but 
payment must be made in full by credit card.

4 All payments, including credit card, must 
be in sterling.

5 The Company reserves the right to cancel 
a booking if payment is not made six 
weeks prior to the conference taking place. 
Any outstanding payment becomes the 
responsibility of the signatory made on the 
reservation form.

6 Payment for any booking made within six 
weeks of the conference will still be due to 
the company irrespective of whether the 
delegate attends.

7 Should you be unable to attend, a 
substitute delegate may take your place. 
Notification must be received in writing 
one week prior to the conference.

8 The Company reserves the right to change 
the conference speakers in cases of illness 
or other conditions beyond its control.

9 The Company does not accept responsibility 
for loss or damage to delegates’ own 
property and/or personal effects caused by 
events beyond its control, including (but 
without limitation) fire, flood, strikes, civil 
disturbances or for consequential loss or 
damage of any kind whatsoever.

10 Speakers approached at time of print.

Cancellation of booking
Written cancellations received six weeks prior 
to the conference will be accepted and a 
refund of 90% of the booking charge will be 
made. After this date, no refunds can be given. 
Verbal cancellations will not be accepted.

If written cancellation is not received six weeks 
prior to the conference full payment will still be 
due irrespective of whether the delegate attends 
the conference.

To reserve a place at the seminar, complete this booking form and 
return this together with the stated fee to: 
Delivering Diplomas: Breaking Down the Lines, 
Mark Allen Group, Freepost BFH1337, London SE24 9BR
Fax 0207 733 8174   Tel 0207 501 6762
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How to get to the venue
Aston Business School Conference Centre, Aston Triangle, Birmingham, B4 7ET  
www.abs.aston.ac.uk/newweb/ConferenceAston/mdc/travel.asp

CAR PARK RE-DEVELOPMENT FROM JANUARY 2008

Due to a new student residences project, the university car parks will be unavailable until 
Autumn 2010. These building works will not take place near Aston Business School Conference 
Centre and the only disruption caused will be to the car parking available on site. Events taking 
place at the venue will not be affected by the noise from these works. There are pay & display 
car parks close to the 
venue, but we would 
highly recommend the 
use of public transport 
during this period. 
Information for which 
is provided below.

Rail Links: New 
Street/Snow Hill/
Moor Street train 
stations are all within 
20 minutes walk 
of the venue or a 
5 minute taxi ride. 
Please visit www.
thetrainline.com 
to find appropriate 
routes into 
Birmingham Stations.
Bus Routes: A number 
of bus services operate 
to the University 
Campus throughout 
the day. Please visit 
www.travelwm.co.uk/
bus where a route 
planner is available.
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